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M’NAMARA SAYS &2?z 

m iwiminin vn.iw * orth yietnamese t0 attack? 
lOTTDftVPDO IM j ^ nd > seconds, did the Adminis- 

lihMriUMo IN M * 

WARNED OF ENEMY £2&^ - £2 

IimtlUil/V/l U1UJ1UI D ep a rt m ent as “a functional 

equivalent” of a declaration of 

, . war against North Vietnam? 
Tells Senators That 2 Ships In the course of the all-day 

Remained on Patrol Despite 1 closed hearing, Mr. McNamara 

emphatically denied that there 
Threat of Hostile Action j W as any element of provoca- 

tion. He was equally emphatic 

■■■> *d f j§f|hijsting^thatttc Adminis- 

Mc Namara testimony exc&pts Continued on PggeJ^Column f 
appear on Page 2$. _ ~ 1 


times acerbic questioning, Sen- 
artor Fulbright produced a mes- 
sage sent by Capt. John J. Her- 
rick, ‘ commander of: the des- 
troyer task group, to thfe com- 
mander of the- Seventh Fleet 
on Aug. 3, some 15 hours be- 
fore ' the attack; 

The mesage said: 

‘‘Evaluation of info from vari- 
ous sources indicates that the 


toe administration throughout 
me afternoon of Aug. 4 sought 
tp decide whether to launch a 
retaliatory air strike. 
pr J E ? three-hour engagement 
ended at 1:30 - P.M. E.D T 
Washington time.- At just about 

the tes «mony 
disclosed, the Pentagon received 
a message from Captain Her- 
ricK reading: 

™3, eview ? f . action makes 


DRV [Democratic' Republic of recor ded contacts and 

Vietnam] considers' patrol' di- FTP?? 06 -? fir cd appear doubt- 
reCtly involved with 34A oper- UL Freak weather effects and 
ations:. DRV considers U.S. over-eager sonarman may have 
ships present' as enemies : be- L i P f, ou ," ted . for many reports. No 
causd d f these operati%jad^ 8 tual V!sual sightings bv 

have already indicated’ feadi- 

ness-to treat us in thaTJt¥- Mad <fe .'Suggest complete eval- 
g0ry '- ' . • . . .mt M 'Pn., before ' any further 

= On High Seas v.* : ' 


aCfion.” •; _ " I 

McNamara testimony e&grpts Continued on Page 29,Column 1 -“Why did lvs superiors not Considered Retaliation 

appear on Page 2$.' . ; — order hmv to break it {the-- pa- Even before the attack "was 

SAmi- tration had conclusive proof of trol] off in view of that- cable concluded, the McNamara testi- 
ng JOHN W FINNEY* 1 the North Vietnamese attack !f theyidid not wish to provoke mony disclosed, the military 

special to Tin New" York Time. before ordering air strikes in g^cident?’;- Senator Fulbright ^ considering Various plans 

WASHINGTON, Feb. 24- W - - “Because,” Mr. McNamara on the basis o/ the Herrlck 

Some 15 hours before they, But -from their .questions and replied, “we' were on the high message, Mr. McNamara said he 

came under attack in the Gulf statements,- it was apparent that seas and Operating legally and called Adm. U.S. Grant Sharn j 

of Tonkin in August, 1964, two some of the committee mcm- within our rights; The commander-lmchief, Pacific, to| 

American destroyers warned bers were unconvinced by 'the ^Sfd%o t n«?ue P ffi^».^i nhv8m,.i u .1* r 

higher command that North ^Xmfih^DTrnocrTfof J he Patrol in' intemationaf wa- carry Ouf the 5£or?Se 
Vietnam regarded them as t^nsSwlfo ' is ffidU \ wttV We ^„ d »'sure 

enemy craft. tee. chairman, and Senator Al- "«* 1 ^5fSg ened;! ' ' 

Despite the warning, Con- bert Gore, Democrat of Ten- “now E 11 " Hernc £ j fn ^A,^ Na ?” ara recounted how 

gressional testimony disclosed nes$ee, went so far as to sug- no WiV^Vnr can ; re cal] , next five hours, in con- 
today, the destroyers were not pst .that the Administration ^ nc m^ n & t £ t w^ S °S and 

instructed to break off their -^fs^ fte^nadent^wheri^t was gating the 34A operation the Pentagon sought^oeSaTe 
intelligence-gathering patrol off sought approvai ’ of the Tonkin and the V destroyer patrol and the admittedly “ambiguous”- and 
the coast of North Vietnam. -resolution in 1964. ^ as con , tem P latin S hostile ac- conflicting” reports coming in 

About 15 hours later— on the The issue of provocation re- '°in t g fL’iEu t l' te d . estr °y. ers - Trom the destroyers about- the 

night of Aug. 4, 1964 — they be- 1 volved around the question dav - c/nS ^ ^ at 6:07 

i & • 1 j • i 1 whpthpr thp na+rni nf' th* , a P tam Hcrbick said his P-M., after reviewing: ail thp 

came involved in a naval en- 1 ^ther the patrol of the * two message was based “mostly on I information, Mr,- McNamara 

counter with North Vietnamese ^ y s ^SteSther%y £ on J edtd / e ° n my part,” arising said he “released the execute 
patrol boats that was to mark No y lh vTetnam or by United SltA^ Viet- ; order’ -for the strike. - 

a turning point in the American states military commanders— Aug ' 9 ' l d hostlle on Mr - McNamara said he would 

involvement in the Vietnam to South Vietnamese naval t„ Zu~ .. . , . . ‘ 1 , ave reached the conclusion 


By JOHN W. FINNEY ' 

Special to The New York Times 

WASHINGTON, Feb. 24 — 
Some 15 hours before they 


involvement in the Vietnam! to.. South Vietnamese naval • T i, + t, a . . , . * — - «•* .. ,««wuaiun 

war. | operations at the time against m „nv iwr 11S testl ;l Inat, Thcac was an attack just 

This new facet of the contro-' North Vietnamese positions “e^ftglv M conffictfn ‘ S > ° f : the « re P orts 
versial Gulf of Tonkin incident along the coast of the Tonkin ments a i, out t, rtw rf L„ )v L ' “inrnntvo„ar=fwfJ ers ' ^L. the 


Aug.' 2. 


versial Gulf of Tonkin incident — s ™ ments about how deeply in- 1 “incontroversible” evidencel 

was disclosed with the release ' At tack by South folvcd' the United -States was ! that “justified” that conclusion I 

of testimony by Secretary of „ , , . ,. " ,, JJ 1 the Op-34A operation of he said, -were the interceoted 
Defense Robert S. McNamara wa^toutSedon Auf 2* Ea J' Iy | n , hi , s (, ad j° Messages between North' 

before the Senate Foreign Re- South Vietnamese patrol boats! that the United StetesZd sup St“f m boats C ° mmandS ^ the 
nations Committee. as part, of an American-assisted plied the boats and training but I ’ 

Reason for Retaliation operation called “Op 34 Alpha,” said the operations: were “un- ; Messages Deleted 

The testimony was given bv J) ad b « n '?Y de f tw S ^°r th Vlet ," d 9[ the command of the South,. Jt } " ne of the few. deletions 
y * g i by namese islands— Honmeu and Vietnamese.” - .made by the Pentagon the in- 

Mr. McNamara on Tuesday a Honme. On the night of Aug. 3, Da _ - tercopted radio mossases wm 

defense of the Administration’. 1 the day before the second at- mmendmg Targets ."emoved. from the testimony 

decision to retaliate by order- tack On the Maddox and Turner , But later he suggested thatjMr. McNamara explained to 
ine the first air strikes asains : ^ oy ’' ", the South Vietnamese !the United States Military As- "collecting systems. ’ ’ I 

A®, a r S agams boats had attacked other North sistanefe Command in Vietnam But fram the ouestinning J 
North Vietnam and by seekm| Vietnamese positions, including was recommending the targets was apparent that the Penta 
Congressional approval of 1 radar posts. for the operation, and still later gon, at the time of its tted 

resolution endorsing “all neces Mr. McNamara insisted that hb_ said he thought a MAC/V sion, had four intercepted radio 
sary measures to- be taken b; toe t-Wo ^destroyers were “not liaison officer” was "in Charge” messages available/ As de- 
the Administration to preven t ie detads of the °^be operation. scribed by the Secretary. The 

further aggression” bv Norf Vietnamese attacks, were On the- crucial question of messages showed that the 

lurtner aggression Dy rsort. no t engaged m a diversionary the evidence available to the patrol boats — two Swafnn 
Vletnam - effort - to draw away North Administration, . Mr., McNamara boats that do not carnT tor 

Throughout the 110 pages « Viemtoese attention^ and, in| described in consid erabl e ripta;i |hpriooc anc j orte pt boat — had! 

' ' ’ - - •- • been ordered to attaoV tu* 
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testimony ran two principi fact, -had beerr ordered to keep I the decision maStejKfefeess |Seeh' ordered’ to attack The Ae” 
themes: .' the l * a L w 5^ ?, n . ^^Eft^PS^^i shot down Amer- 

jnes, . and finally that 
re breaking off the en- 
with the loss of two 



